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|PLANTING YOUR FAMILY TREE IN

- THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Ready to find your family’s revolutionary roots? Even if you know the name of
an ancestor who fought in the American Revolution, you’ll still want to march
back through history to be sure you have the right man — and the right farnily.

READY: 1900s

Records created in the 20th century are the best place

to start a search for farnily members. Focus your initial

searches on family members you know were around for

the 1930 and 1920 censuses.

Clues in census records, including residence, names of

siblings and children, ages, birthplaces and occupations

can be used to search older censuses and other records

SO you can continue going back in time.

Clear Form  Show Advanced

nnnnnnn

1867 [Ohio, USA

Pisourgh, Alegheny, Pennsyh

Last Name

<] [mary Remove
<] [3om Remave
=] [Homer Remove
<] [ames Remove

+ Add fomily members

More
Keyword

- Select -~

* TIP

Populate census search
forms with the informa-
tion or add the details to
people in your family tree
at Ancestry.com and let
the tree do the searching

for you.

Birth, marriage and death records are another great
way to follow a family back through time. Marriage
indexes will include a wife’s maiden name, birth
records will include parents and even a modern
obituary could include the name of a spouse, cousin
or grandparents as well as hometowns. Use what you
discover to start or build your Ancestry.com family
tree. That way you'll stay organized while your tree
helps you search further back in time.

Names, ages and birth locations from

the 1920 census help locate the family

10 years earlier, too.
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1920 U.S. Federal Census
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SET: 1800s

Where’s the 1890 census? While a scant few records
from 1890 remain, nearly all of the 1890 U.S. Federal

The

1910 census shows James was a molder; that

same occupation in an 1890 city directory helps

N A UAT UF L&

you know you're on the right trail.

S, 1910,

Census was destroyed by fire or subsequent water
damage. Use city directories to help you fill in the gap.

Note that early in the 19th century, you’ll only find heads =

ther able to speak
Elish or, i moty | Trade
/e Innguage spoken.

OCCUPATION.

apinner, salesman
v, ole,

or profession of, or

partieular kind of work

done by Lhis persom, as

o lae a8 cotton mill, dry goods
wtore, farm, olo.

Whether |738 employee
u--ml -llln of Industry, o,

T bpen bl peraon works,

of households listed in census records. Maps, court
documents and Civil War-related records including the
1890 Veterans Schedule may provide additional infor-
mation. Also pay attention to special census schedules
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-

created during the late 19th century. The government

collected these unique details about everything from
farming (agricultural schedules) to manufacturing
(industrial schedules) and even deaths (mortality

schedules), all of which can provide details you’ll need

to find family members from earlier times.

yie Special Schedule.—Surviving Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, and Widows, etc.
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1890 Veteran's Schedule

Information in the 1890 Veterans Schedule provides
details about Joseph's Civil War injuries as well as a place
of residence, which leads to a previous land grant. The
land grant contains the information needed to locate an
agricultural schedule from 1870.

* TIP

Create a timeline of family members and events so you'll know
when you've found the right family and who to search for next.
Include vital details (births, marriages and deaths), migration
and other facts you uncover and add information from history,
which can help explain your family's actions and point to the
whereabouts of family members you're missing.
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Directories, 1888-92 about Jas Crossman
Name: Jas Crossman
Location 1: 67 Twelfth

Occupation:  midr
Year: 1890
City:  Pittsburgh
State: PA

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Directory, 1890
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. DATE . PLACE AND STATE -
5 (1) 1 am the son ot_d0bn _Wesley Smith _____vom.._5=2=.1889;Sterling Twp,Brown Coy0e

]
zma ns (15t wire__Mabel Elsie Curry ____ born.

a

a
%(z; grandson of————- George Parks Smith____»

iw dson or.James_Smith bo
:

A 1st Rebecca E. Hughes & Virginia
(IR B dted 9,Sterling Twp,Brown Co,0.
. Married__12=12=1853

1 Abraham Smith
i ) t. == :|~| TI5s
& 4ad nis (1 Stwite_Sarah(Sally) Waits . vom_._ca.___180¢
- ateadf: 80
Married.-.
(5) groat-grandson ot_ ABSALOW SMITH . born_.

" aad bo, the satd-. ABSALOM_SMITH -
/wqunmmu American Independence, while acting in the capacity of 2k SRR 1)

Q.Ql'_l._C_Q;.Jl.ltm.‘li.tia.,..u.n@e/x._Ca.ptg..PukAn,_Stunt_and;_Ehillesﬁ.Tms.._. )

and ns (1 SY wite.__SUsan_or._Susannah-=2 vorn..
4 .
®) a
and his () wit bo
g
H :
and his ( ) wite. b

and his ( ) wite.

GO: 1700s

It wasn’t until 1790 that a newly formed America took
its first census. You can use this early census as well as
other information you’ve uncovered to link back to the

Revolutionary War.

Search Sons of the American Revolution Membership
Applications at Ancestry.com that document the person

who applied for membership to the society — which

Supplemental ~Application¥o- 2
NOTE: KINDLY USE TYPEWRITER IN FILLING OUT THIS APPLICATION
4 is requested that complete dates, month, and be s
parents, , grandparents of applicant. Complete dates for all generations
g);im if }oﬁf} 'Also all maslnfuu be given in full. et

National Number 77826 ___ . State Number *#61____

OF THE

SONS OF THE é_MERICAN REVOLUTION

Totoee
et ARt ABSALOM_SMITH

of ____CINCINNAI , by descent from ___ C __________________________
Y (
ined and approved Mar_ 6 rass, 19 Approved = “‘. ﬂ 1954 -
W) s .Afé 2 S
_5*« Registrar. B} Relpieior General.
_
1, John_Kermit Smith am a lineal dé ot of
ABSALOM SMITH who was born in Amwell Twp,Hnterdon Coe,Nede
on the. . ___day of. 1756, and died inWilli burg,--Ohi
on the_ 28th ______ day of December 1834 and who assisted in establishing American Inde-

pendence. Please give all dates in numerals, month first, and all names in full, including wives' maiden names.

Aiving
ated. p

i

Married

- died- ..
and nis ( 1Stwire._Ida Florella ATthur _mom

5° WiTIiamsburg, ORALo

Sterling Twp,Brown Co,0.
;‘ W L L n ’0‘
87

died...

,

2. bor

Marriod.

1) t-grand; L. b

oo dted

diod
Married.

.
®) . L
ated
bou
dted.

MAITIOd o oo oo e i

(No. ) o ancestor. whi
Private in Ise Regihent, Hhihter-

RN T S AL W b APR 2R 194

* TIP

It’s fine to use information you found in the 19th century to start searching for 18th century records.

i

may have happened as late as 1970 — all the way back to
his family’s Revolutionary War hero (see Using Sons of

the American Revolution Applications, next page).

Find a connection to someone listed in the application
and then use names, dates and other details in the applica-
tion to search for additional information about your
Revolutionary War link. Check pension applications of
Revolutionary War veterans and military service records.
Also search for family in Revolutionary War rolls, Daughters
of the American Revolution Lineage Books, officers’

records, and military records from the original colonies.

Details in the Sons of the American
Revolution Applications as well as
other 18th century records can be
used to search for — and find —
even more information.

First & Middle Last Name

|Absalom [smith

Name a place your might have lived birth year

|ohio, usa 1756 [ Calculate it
Location

} Birth | [New Jersey Remove

< Add life events (birth, marriage, death, and more)
Family Member First Name Last Name

‘ Spouse  v| [susan Remove
4 Add family members (mother, father, spouse, siblings, children)

"@ Show Advanced  Clear Form  Help

The Official roster of the soldiers of the
American Revolution buried in the state of
Ohio

Revolutionary War Records

NAME: Absalom Smith

Revolutionary War
1800-1900 250t Absalom Smith

Sly, Wilham

r Smith, Absolon [ES—
Smith, Dennis Pension Year: 1833
um Smith, Dr. Joh Application State:  Ohio
i Snider, Adam Applicant Widow's Pension Application File D /
Designation: S
Showing 4 of 5 matches found on this image. Sormtc Aophan] Sian Srn

Name:

Second Applicant 1834
pension Year:

Second Applicant  Ohio
Application State:

Archive Publication  M804.
Number:

Archive Roll Number: ~ 2204

Total Pages in Packet: 42

Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files,

But check dates and relationships carefully whenever possible — the same given name may have been
used through multiple generations of a family. Approximate birth years may help you decide if you're
looking at the patriot named A. Smith or if you're really reviewing a record for his son.
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USING SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Search > Military OF THE
U.S., Sons of the American Revolution Membershi SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
of .___CINCINNATI CHAPTER ____ . by descent from ... ABSALOM SMITH
— @ O
MAR 61 2
Search g g T ~ ) . and approved 964, 19 Approved = ““ “ 1994
b\\‘ﬂovw,/ _________ £ AN
d sl‘m Registrar. T jar General.
Name 7 X
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name : 1, John_Kermit Smith : : T-.J,:,:.]m_ ZLE ia... P
|Absalom [smith d ABSALON SMITH who wi
N on the. z day of. 175
Event : on the_28th ._____ day of December_ __ 18
Day Month Year Location i ipendenae. Please give all dates in numerals, _nmﬂu first, « 1 _1834
et 3 b 5 () 1 am the son or_0bn Wesley Smith . | .
Lay . me & . Lmn l . i‘” et iate 6 Spouse & Children ¥
1 .And his ( ) wite._2a. A Gurey. ... L
Death o 2
= = ]
More - | i § &) smatuon . GeorEe Parks. Saith.. ’ Suzanna
¢ .g 15t wie.Ida Florell
d _ and his ( 8
rmr i . Abraham Smith
e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers™ L i @) a ¢ James Smith 1
: E..,a wa ¢ 15t Rebocea B Highes ' 4 Add relative ‘
d £ srsberantson or.ADFENED. SMItH e — m— —
e = dled—.-=. ySterling Tw
n & ana bis (1 Sbwite__Sarab(Sally) Walts . vom._G8
- mmﬂgfgg:_a,_;g%i___ e

* 1

Input the name of the person you're searching for — applicant,
patriot or someone in between.

U.S., Sons of the American Revolution Membership Applications, 1889-1970

about Abraham Smtih

Name: Abraham Smtih

SAR Membership: 77826 s
Birth Date: 1802 - }
=
Birth Place: Pennsylvania g

e

Death Date: 2 Jan 1880

Death Place: Sterling, Brown, Ohio
Father: Absalom Smith_
Mother: Susan Smith
Spouse: Sarah Waits

Children: James Smtih

[ View original image}

* 3

Compare the information in the Sons of the American Revolution
packet to the details you've documented in your own family tree
on Ancestry.com.

First & Middle ) Last Name ‘
|abraham [smith
Name a place your might have lived birth year
[Pennsylvania, USA 1802/ [E Calculate it
Year Location
[Death  ~|[1880 [ohio, UsA Remove

+ Add life events (birth, marriage, death, and more) |

Family Member First Name Last Name
I Father  ~| [Absalom [ smith] Remove
+ Add family members (mother, father, spouse, siblings, children)

* 2

Review search results carefully. Click on the image to see the
original application and follow the names back in time.

* 4

While Sons of the American Revolution lineage charts are well
researched and documented, you should still take steps to
ensure all names and relationships in the packet are connected
to your family. To do this, input information — relationships and
dates included - for each person in the application into your
Ancestry.com family tree so your tree can search for you. You
can also use the application information to populate your own
searches at Ancestry.com.

Keep going — work with census records, birth, marriage and death records, family trees and other details
you find at Ancestry.com to document your direct connection back to your Revolutionary War ancestor.
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